IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following listing of the claims replaces all earlier listings and all earlier 
versions. Please amend claims 101, 104, 105, 108, 110-112, 115, 116, 118, 119, and 121- 
124 as follows. In accordance with the Revised Amendment Format, the status of all claims 
and the markings in the "Currently Amended" claims 101, 104, 105, 108, 1 10-112, 115, 
116, 118, 119, and 121-124 are presented below. 



1-100. (Previous 




y Cancelled) 



101. (Currently Amended) An office apparatus which can be connected 
to an external apparatus via a network, said office apparatus comprising: 

receptio l control means for controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information in ;luding a command train and data; 

control means for controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based mi the command train included in the received agent 
information, a control program that controls the processing mechanism; 

memory (management means for managing a memory area for 
executing the command train included in the received agent information; 

transmission control means for controlling, responsive to said 
control means terminating execution of the control program based on the command train, a 
transmission process of transmitting a process end notice to the external apparatus so as to 



cause a display unit of the external apparatus fo display a process end confirmation 
window; 

obtainment means fpr obtaining a reply to the process end notice 
from the external apparatus, 

wherein said mejhory management means releases the memory area 
for executing the command train included in the received agent information in response to 
said obtainment means obtaining the reply from the external apparatus. 



wherein, 



102. (Previously Added) An office apparatus according to claim 101, 



said control means controls the processing mechanism to execute a 



print process, 

said transmission control means controls, responsive to the 
processing mechanism terminating execution of the print process, a transmission process of 
transmitting a print end notice to the external apparatus so as to cause the display unit of 



the external apparatus to disp 



said obtainment means obtains the reply sent from the external 



apparatus in response to a u 



er of the external apparatus entering a print end confirmation. 



iay a print end confirmation window, and 



103. (Pre\iously Added) An office apparatus according to claim 101, 
further comprising an execution means for executing the command train to determine 
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whether a result of processing by the processing mechanism is an unrecoverable error, and 
if the result of processing is an unrecoverable error, writing the occurrence of the 
unrecoverable error to a memory area whicjln is dynamically reserved for the agent 
information as a data field. 



104. (Currently Amended) An office apparatus which can be connected 
to a network comprising: 

reception contrfol means for controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information including a command train in which a work flow is 
programmed describing a series of Processes to be executed in a plurality of office 
apparatuses , wherein the work flow further describes a first office apparatus from the 
plurality of office apparatuses to execute a first process and a second office apparatus from 
the plurality of office apparatuses to execute a second process after completion of the first 
process by the first office apparatus ; 

control means for controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based on the command train included in the received agent 
information, a control program that controls the processing mechanism; 

execution means for executing one of the series of processes 
described in the work flow to be executed in said office apparatus; and 

trar smission control means for controlling, responsive to said 
execution means terminating execution of the one process, a transmission process of 



automatically transmitting the agent information to an external office apparatus so as to 
cause the external apparatus to execute the command train based on the work flow. 



1 05 . (Currently Amendec 
whe re in said ex e cution means executes th e 



An office apparatus according to claim 104, 
command t r ain to determine whethe r a r e sult of 



processing by the processing mechanism is an unrecov e rabl e error, and whe r ein if the 



r esult of processing is an unrecoverable cs r o r , said execution means adds the occurr e nce of 



the unr e cove r able e rr o r to the data and r ei 



ucsts said t r ansmission cont r ol means to t r ansmit 
the agent information including the r e sulting data further comprising management means 
for managing information indicating which process or processes of the series of the 
processes described in the work flow Have been processed . 

106. (Previously Added) An office apparatus according to claim 104, 
wherein said office apparatus is a printer, and wherein the work flow is programmed such 
that the printer executes a print process and then transmits image data for printing to the 
external office apparatus and such that the external office apparatus stores the image data. 



107. (Previously Added) An office apparatus according to claim 104, 
wherein said transmission control means controls the transmission process to copy the 
agent information in whole or iji part and distributes the copied agent information to at 
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% 



least one external office apparatus such that 
flow may be executed in parallel. 



the series of processes described in the work 



108. (Currently Amended) An office apparatus according to claim 104, 



wherein the agent information controls 



i i the external office apparatus a process of 



voluntarily releasing a memory area reserved for the agent information with while retaining 



the image data for printing processed b> 



1 09. (Previously Adc 
wherein the processing mechanism in< 



the agent information being retained . 



d) An office apparatus according to claim 104, 
ludes at least one of an image filing mechanism, a 



scanner mechanism and a printer meqhanism. 



110. (Currently Amended) A network system including an office 
apparatus and an external apparatus, said system comprising: 

input means! for inputting agent information including a command 
train and data; 

control me* ns for controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based on the command train included in the agent information 
input by said input means, a contiol program that controls the processing mechanism; 

memory management means for managing a memory area for 
executing the command train included in the input agent information; 



i 4 



transmission control means for controlling, responsive to said 
control means terminating execution of the control program based on the command train, a 
transmission process of transmitting a process end notice to the external apparatus; 

display control mean s for controlling a display process of displaying 



a process end confirmation window on a di 
to the process end notice transmitted by sai 



iplay unit of said external apparatus in response 
d transmission control means; 



response means for pending a reply to the transmitted process end 
notice from said external apparatus to saiq office apparatus; and 

obtainment means for obtaining the reply sent by said response 

means, 

wherein said memory management means releases the memory area 
for executing the command train included in the received agent response to said 
obtainment means obtaining the reply from said external apparatus. 



111. (Currently Amended) A system including a plurality of office 
apparatuses which can be connected to a network, each office apparatus comprising: 

reception control means for controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information including a command train in which a work flow is 
programmed describing a series of processes to be executed in said plurality of office 
apparatuses , wherein the work flow iirther describes a first office apparatus from the 



plurality of office apparatuses to execute a first process and a second office apparatus from 
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the plurality of office apparatuses to execute a second process after completion of the first 
process by the first office apparatus : 

control means fofr controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based on the cfommand train included in the received agent 
information, a control program that controls the processing mechanism; 

execution means for executing one of the series of processes 
described in the work flow to be executed in said office apparatus; and 

transmission control means for controlling, responsive to said 
execution means terminating execution of the one process, a transmission process of 

nformation to another of said plurality of office 
apparatuses so as to cause said anothjer office apparatus to execute the command train 
based on the work flow. 

112. (Currently Ariended) A control method for controlling an office 
apparatus which can be connected tq an external apparatus via a network, said control 
method comprising: 

a reception cojntrol step, of controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information including a command train and data; 



automatically transmitting the agent 



a control step 
apparatus by executing, based on the 



information, a control program that controls the processing mechanism; 
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of controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
command train included in the received agent 



* 



a memory management step, of managing a memory area for 
executing the command train included in the received agent information; 

a transmission control step, of controlling, responsive to said control 
step terminating execution of the control program based on the command train, a 
transmission process of transmitting a process end notice to the external apparatus so as to 
cause a display unit of the external apparatus to display a process end confirmation 
window; 

an obtainment steti, of obtaining a reply to the process end notice 
from the external apparatus, 

wherein said mer lory management step r el e as e s includes releasing 
the memory area for executing the com nand train included in the received agent 



information in response to said obtainm e nt step obtaining the reply being obtained from the 
external apparatus in said obtainment step . 



wherein; 



113. (Previously Ad led) A control method according to claim 112, 



said control step cont r ols includes controlling the processing 



mechanism to execute a print process 

said transmissi on 



responsive to the processing mechani 
transmission process of transmitting 



control step cont r ols includes controlling , 
sm terminating execution of the print process, a 
print end notice to the external apparatus so as to 
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cause the display unit of the external appa 
and 



itus to display a print end confirmation window, 



said obtainment step obtains includes obtaining the reply sent from 
the external apparatus in response to a us^r of the external apparatus entering a print end 
confirmation. 



1 14. (Previously Added) A control method according to claim 112, 
further comprising an execution step, ofl executing the command train to determine whether 
a result of processing by the processing mechanism is an unrecoverable error, and if the 
result of processing is an unrecoverable error, writing the occurrence of the unrecoverable 
error to a memory area which is dynamically reserved for the agent information as a data 
field. 



115. (Currently Amended) A control method for controlling an office 
apparatus which can be connected to a network, said control method comprising: 

a reception control step, of controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information including a command train in which a work flow is 
programmed describing a series of processes to be executed in a plurality of office 



apparatuses, wnerem tne work now runt 
pluralitv of office apparatuses to execut 


ler describes a hrst oihce apparatus from the 
a first process and a second office apparatus from 
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the plurality of office apparatuses to exepute a second process after completion of the first 
process by the first office apparatus : 

a control step, of controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based on the command train included in the received agent 
information, a control program that coi trols the processing mechanism; 

an execution ste{ >, of executing one of the series of processes 
described in the work flow to be executed in said office apparatus; and 

a transmission control step, of controlling, responsive to said 
execution step terminating execution or the one process, a transmission process of 
automatically transmitting the agent information to an external office apparatus so as to 



cause the external apparatus to execut 



the command train based on the work flow. 



Amei 



116. (Currently Amended) A control method according to claim 115, 



wherein said e x e cution step e x e cut e s 



the command train to det e rmine whether a r e sult of 



processing by the processing m e chanism is an unrecoverabl e e r ro r , and wherein if th e 



r esult of processing is an unrecovera j lc e rr o r , said execution step adds the occur r enc e of 



the unrecoverable e rr or to the data and r equests said transmission control st e p to transmit 



the agent information including th e i csulting data further comprising a management step. 



of managing information indicating 



which process or processes of the series of the 



processes described in the work flov 



have been processed . 



12 



117. (Previously Addejd) 
wherein said office apparatus is a print r. 
that the printer executes a print process 
external office apparatus and such that|the 



A control method according to claim 115, 
and wherein the work flow is programmed such 
and then transmits image data for printing to the 
external office apparatus stores the image data. 



118. (Currently Amended) A control method according to claim 115, 
wherein said transmission control step controls includes controlling the transmission 
process to copy the agent information in whole or in part and distributes the copied agent 
information to at least one external cpice apparatus such that the series of processes 
described in the work flow may be executed in parallel. 

1 1 9. (Currently Amended) A control method according to claim 115, 
controls in the external office apparatus a process of 

reserved for the agent information with while retaining 
by the agent information b e ing r e tain e d . 



wherein the agent information 
voluntarily releasing a memory are*, 
the image data for printing processed 



120. (Previously 
wherein the processing mechanism 
scanner mechanism and a printer mechanism 



Added) An office apparatus according to claim 115, 
ncludes at least one of an image filing mechanism, a 
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121. (Currently Amended ) A computer program product embodying a 
program for implementing a control method of controlling an office apparatus which can 



be connected to an external apparatus via 

program code for a 



process of receiving agent information inc luding a command train and data; 



program code for a 



i network, said program comprising: 

reception control step, of controlling a reception 



control step, of controlling a processing 



mechanism of said office apparatus by executing, based on the command train included in 



the received agent information, a control p 

program code for a 

memory area for executing the command t 

program code for a 

responsive to said control step terminatin; 



*ogram that controls the processing mechanism; 
memory management step, of managing a 
•ain included in the received agent information; 
ransmission control step, of controlling, 



execution of the control program based on the 
command train, a transmission process ofl transmitting a process end notice to the external 
apparatus so as to cause a display unit o^ the external apparatus to display a process end 
confirmation window; 

program code for kn obtainment step, of obtaining a reply to the 
process end notice from the external apparatus, 

wherein said memory management step releases the memory area for 
executing the command train included i i the received agent information in response to said 



obtainment step obtaining the reply frori the external apparatus. 
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122. (Currently Amended) 
program for implementing a control method 



A computer program product embodying a 
3f controlling an office apparatus which can 



be connected to a network, said program comprising: 

program code for a reception control step, of controlling a reception 
process of receiving agent information including a command train in which a work flow is 
programmed describing a series of processes to be executed in a plurality of office 
apparatuses , wherein the work flow further describes a first office apparatus from the 



plurality of office apparatuses to execute a 



irst process and a second office apparatus from 



the plurality of office apparatuses to execute a second process after completion of the first 
process by the first office apparatus ; I 

program code for a/control step, of controlling a processing 
mechanism of said office apparatus by executing, based on the command train included in 
the received agent information, a control/program that controls the processing mechanism; 

program code for an execution step, of executing one of the series of 
processes described in the work flow to be executed in said office apparatus; and 

program code for a transmission control step, of controlling, 
responsive to said execution step termir ating execution of the one process, a transmission 
process of automatically transmitting the agent information to an external office apparatus 
so as to cause the external apparatus to execute the command train based on the work flow. 
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123. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable memory medium which 



stores a program for controlling an office /apparatus which can be connected to an external 
apparatus via a network, said memory medium comprising program codes that allow the 
office apparatus to execute: 

a reception control step, of controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information including a dommand train and data; 

a control step, of controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based on the comi land train included in the received agent 
information, a control program that contro s the processing mechanism; 

a memory managen ent step, of managing a memory area for 
executing the command train included in tpe received agent information; 

a transmission control step, of controlling, responsive to said control 
step terminating execution of the control urogram based on the command train, a 
transmission process of transmitting a process end notice to the external apparatus so as to 
cause a display unit of the external apparatus to display a process end confirmation 
window; 

an obtainment step 
from the external apparatus, 

wherein said memory management step r el e as e s includes 
releasing the memory area for executing tjhe command train included in the received agent 



of obtaining a reply to the process end notice 




information in response to said obtainment st e p obtaining the reply being obtained from the 
external apparatus in said obtainment step . 

1 24. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable memory medium which 
stores a program for controlling an office ap Daratus which can be connected to a network, 



said memory medium comprising program 



c odes that allow the office apparatus to execute: 



a reception control st sp, of controlling a reception process of 
receiving agent information including a corimand train in which a work flow is 
programmed describing a series of process^ s to be executed in a plurality of office 



apparatuses , wherein the work flow further 



plurality of office apparatuses to execute a 



describes a first office apparatus from the 



first process and a second office apparatus from 



the plurality of office apparatuses to execui 



a second process after completion of the first 



process by the first office apparatus : 

a control step, of controlling a processing mechanism of said office 
apparatus by executing, based on the comnand train included in the received agent 
information, a control program that controls the processing mechanism; 

an execution step, of executing one of the series of processes 
described in the work flow to be executed in said office apparatus; and 

a transmission co ltrol step, of controlling, responsive to said 
execution step terminating execution of the one process, a transmission process of 
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automatically transmitting the agent information to an external office apparatus so as to 
cause the external apparatus to execute the command train based on the work flow. 
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